
                                                                                       

          

                         

From the President:

Greetings to all! I hope you are well and looking forward to our next reunion in Jacksonville, 
Florida, which is being sponsored by Larry Hawkins, who will do a great job! If you have any 
suggestions regarding this event, make them as soon as possible.  

Meanwhile, as we enjoy the Autumn weather and foliage, let us celebrate our fellow veterans 
on the 11th of this month and remember them again on Thanksgiving. I will certainly be giving
thanks for the privilege of associating with all of you and for life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness; and many other things also. 

One thing I would be very thankful for would be volunteers for the positions of Chaplain and 
Secretary. Let me know if you are willing. 

Finally, we are always looking for new members. Hope to see you in Jacksonville!

Essayons!  Norm Fagge, faggenorman@comcast.net
****************************************************************************************************

From the 1  st   Vice President:  

To our 11th Engineer Battalion Association (EBA) veterans, members, and families.  The 
association and I thank each of you for your continued support.  For most of us, the onset of 
winter is soon to arrive.  As the cold days come and pass, places like Forida will welcome 
visitors to enjoy the fun in the sun that it can offer.
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For 2026, the 11th EBA will host our joint reunion with the 547th EBA and has selected 
Jacksonville, Florida for the next reunion.  The dates for the joint 11th/547th EBA 

reunion is set for September 17 – 21, 2026.  Please note your calendar for future planning.

The hotel selected is the Jacksonville Double Tree Riverfront Hotel which offers scenic views 
of downtown Jacksonville, the St John’s River and San Marco’s River.  Room rates will 
include breakfast for up to two occupants and complimentary parking. More information, such 
as, reservation information, hotel rates, the agenda and activity description will be provided in 
the next issue of the Panther Press. 

A personal note from myself.  As an association member for more than 10 years, each 
reunion gathering is voted on and professionally planned.  They each offer new and exciting 
opportunities, especially when shared with friends and comrades. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or suggestions.
Essayons,

Jeff Corker.  256-776-0877.  Corker94CSM@gmail.com
****************************************************************************************************

From the 2  nd   Vice President:

Well, another year is slowly winding down and we just had another reunion in New Orleans, 
LA.   Everyone enjoyed the program that was put together for us. We got to see a lot of sights
and surroundings that had a lot of history that made up this country. The food was very good, 
and the people were very friendly. 

We made this trip a family vacation. My oldest son and his wife drove down with us and our 
youngest son drove up from Florida to join us. So now with all of this said, I am hoping that 
anyone who is thinking of joining us for next year is already putting in for your vacation. We 
would like you to join us for the next reunion at Jacksonville, Florida, in the month of 
September. More information will follow the first of the year. 

I know sometimes we as people are afraid to attend certain events because you are afraid 
that you will feel out of place. I can assure you that if you can come that you will not be 
sorry. If you have any questions, I want you to call me at 315-404-3772 at any time or email 
me at sesweet71147@yahoo.com.
 
I would like to take this time to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, and 
of course a very good New Year. Remember to think about booking your vacation.
Roger Sweet, 2nd VP
****************************************************************************************************

From the Treasurer:
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The Association funds in our accounts as of 1 November 2025 was $18,453.96.  We have 
one outstanding check for $1000 to the 11th Engineer Battalion for the military ball to be held 
in December.

Our major expenses for this year will be the 11th Engineer Battalion December Military Ball, the 
2026 reunion, and the newsletter.

Reminder, we still have 11th Engr Bn Association Tee Shirts available for sale to our members.  
Contact Jeff Corker or me if you are interested in purchasing one or more.  Order Form is attached
to the newsletter. 

As of today, we have ONLY 46 Association members paid for 2025, that is less than the 52 
paid members last year.  If your name is on the AWOL list, please renew your membership. If 
you know someone on the AWOL list, please contact them and encourage them to pay 
their dues.  Consider paying for more than one year to save on the cost of a check, and postage 
by both you and the Treasurer who must mail out your membership card.

Thank you all for your support of the 11th Engineer Battalion Association.

We are looking forward to seeing everyone in Jacksonville for the 2026 reunion.

ESSAYONS!  John L Booth, 319 Victory Gallop Court, Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 908-
309-5586 (leave message, the cell will not ring if you are not on my contact list) 
BoothJL@aol.com 
****************************************************************************************************

From the Secretary:

No report from the Secretary.  We are looking for someone to step up and fill this  vacant 
Association position.
****************************************************************************************************

From the Multi-Media Master:

NOLA was well received by both the 11th EBA and the 547th EBA. This year we have photos 
from our resident photographer, Christina Corker. Select photos were posted on the Social 
Media (Facebook) site. 

My concern for our military site is the penetration by false members. Some are from the 11th 
Engr Bn of the Marine Corp (an honest mistake). Most false entries are the T-shirt sales 
entries. I delete those as quickly as possible. We have our own T-shirt sales which helps to 
fund our support for the 11th Engineer Battalion currently serving at Camp Humphreys, 
Korea. 

With the incoming world trend of Artificial Intelligence (AI) it will become difficult to determine 
the authenticity of submitted entries. Most people will use AI for positive programs. However 
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the negative possibilities have the potential to invade different organizations similar to our 
Association. 

Our 11th Engineer Liaison, Robert Diehl, is in active contact with the 11th Engineer Battalion 
Commander. Current photos and reports from Camp Humphreys will be posted by Bob, and 
are most appreciated.

Always acceptable are your photos, stories, and/or memories while you served with the 11th 
Engineers.

Included below is my story of traveling from the DMZ to Hawaii, and back again to the DMZ. I 
didn't pay a dime for travel, all from catching hops.
 
Bill Davis  wrd1945@gmail.com  142 E Colusa St, Orland, CA 95963  (530) 320-6907
****************************************************************************************************

From the 11  th   Engineer Battalion Liaison:

The 11th Engr Bn Soldier and Family Readiness Group (SFRG) has been promoting or 
coordinating with the Cp Humphrey Community Clothing Exchange, Flu Drive and Warrior 
Food Pantry as well as hosting a Halloween Trunk or Treat.  I'm sure the SFRG is providing 
input for the “Strongholds & Snowflakes” Engineer Winter Ball on 11 December.  The 11 th 
EBA will sponsor a table of 8 for deserving Junior EMs.
The SFRG Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/11ENGBN

11th Engr Bn and HHC:
11 July Change of Command from LTC Kinney to LTC Cook.  New CSM Hastings.  June new 
XO MAJ Angrisano arrived.  They still do Staff Rides to the DMZ/FEBA.
30 October the 11th Engr Bn returned from a 2 week field exercise, War Fighter.  Yes they still
have some M113 APCs.  All the Companies participated in the War Fighter Exercise.

Some other activities.
Forward Support Company, 11th En BN
VIPERS getting ready to conduct the New AFT…Physically disciplined soldiers. 
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630th Engr Co-Clearance participated in a Live Fire Exercise with RoK Army Units

914th Multi-Role Bridge Co frequently trains on the water.

11th Engr Bn Jungle Cats -https://www.facebook.com/11ENBN

HHC, 11th Hawks - https://www.facebook.com/HHC11thENFRG

Forward Support Co VIPERS –
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069157331396

55th Engr Co-Armored Gladiator –
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100075804172174

630th Engr Co-Clearance Roughriders - https://www.facebook.com/630thcc

643rd Engineer Co – Construction –
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556327162748

814th Multi-Role Bridge Co – 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552339824053

              
 

Bob Diehl Battalion Liaison, 11th Engineer Battalion Association
****************************************************************************************************

From the Historian:     

The 11th Engineer Regiment was activated in 1917 as the United States was planning its entry
into WWI. In the 108 years since then, the “Jungle Cats” have been deployed around the 
world in combat as well as peacetime roles, including:

- World War I (1917 – 1919)
- World War II (1944 – 1946)
- Korea (1950 – 1954)

- Kuwait (1994)
- Iraq (2003)

Between war-fighting deployments, the 11th also served many peacetime deployments in the 
following locations:

- Panama (1920 – 1932), 
- South Korea (1954 - 1971) 
- Fort Belvoir, VA (1971 - 1989)
- Fort Stewart, GA (1992 -2004) 
- Fort Benning, GA (2007 – 2016) and 
- US Army Garrison (Camp) Humphreys (2017 - present).
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I am always hunting for bits of history and memorabilia that can shed light and perhaps 
insights into the ‘Jungle Cats’ of yesteryear. In this edition I share a rare snapshot of the 11th 
during WWII just after hostilities ended on VE Day. I say “rare” as this is only the 11th 
Engineer Battalion newsletter from the WWII time period that I have found to date. 

The 11th Engineer Combat Battalion deployed to the European Theater of Operations (ETO) 
in late 1944. Its missions included typical engineer tasks: clearing minefields, repairing roads, 
building and repairing bridges, conducting demolition missions and supporting the 101st 
Cavalry Group's penetration of the Siegfried Line. 

Six months after their arrival in theater, on 8 May 1945, Germany surrendered. The 11th 
remained in Germany for another 18 months carrying out reconstruction projects. The unit 
was then inactivated in Austria on 30 November 1946, after 24 months in country.

Then called ‘The Jungle Cat’, the newsletter consisted of four pages, each 9.5” x 12”. It is 
folded in the center (book style) and appears to have been professionally printed. The paper 
is yellowed and fragile with age but is largely intact. Due to the size, however, I’ve only 
included the front page as reducing it to 8 1/2 x 11 makes the print very difficult to read. I will 
bring this copy to next year’s reunion but for now have included the front page and a couple of
extracts. 
NOTE: The newsletter is dated June 8, 1945, only a month after VE Day. It’s not numbered 
but based on the Editor’s comment at the bottom center of the first page, I believe that it is 
only the 2nd newsletter to be published, likely a result of the Battalion transitioning from a war-
time footing to life in Garrison.

I have also provided an update on 11th ball cap availability elsewhere in this newsletter. 

We are looking forward to seeing you all in Florida next year!
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EXCERPTS FROM “THE JUNGLE CAT” ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
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NOTE: The following cartoons reflect the standards of 1945 
and may not attain the standards we strive for today.

                        

                         
   

Respectfully submitted by: 
Joe Papa, Historian, 11th Engineer 
Battalion Association  
**********************************************************************************************************

From the Chaplain:                                  Taps
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Well the New Orleans reunion is behind us now and active planning is underway for the 2026 
Reunion in Jacksonville, Florida. Hot, dry summers have led to the leaves turning across the 
country… another miracle of nature. Get out and enjoy the beauty. 

Many of our comrades are dealing with health and wellness issues so please pray for them 
and their families. Love on one another as you serve them and your neighbors. Send an email
or make a call to check and let them know you care. We have all served our country in 
uniform for years so let’s continue to serve one another in this season of life. 

Veterans Day (originally Armistice Day) is November 11th. Give your time and presence at a 
Veterans Hospital. See a Veteran …thank a Veteran…. Attend a service that honors all who 
have served in the United States Armed Forces. Walk proud. Love America always. Lean in 
and remain grateful for our families. 

Peace to you,  
Chaplain Rock, Cell 901-292-3084, jrocknroll@comcast.net
***********************************************************************************************************

…And a note from your Panther Press Editor:

The newsletter is for your benefit to keep you up to date on what is happening in the 
association and with your past fellow comrades in arms.  If you have special topics you would 
like included in the newsletter, please let me or one of the officers know. If you have personal 
experiences you would like to share during your time in the 11th Engineer Battalion, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me…let me hear from you!

Phil Loftis, pgloftis@gmail.com
***********************************************************************************************************

11th Engineer Battalion Association
10



                 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
         President ----------------- Norm Fagge

                    1st Vice President ------- Jeff Corker
        2nd Vice President ------ Roger Sweet

     APPOINTED OFFICERS
        Secretary ----------------- Vacant
        Treasurer ----------------- John Booth
        Asst Treasurer----------- Phil Loftis
        Chaplain ------------------ Jim Rock (temporary till Dec 2025)
        Newsletter Editor ------- Phil Loftis
        Multi-Media Master ---- Bill Davis       
       11th Engr Bn Liaison --- Bob Diehl
        Historian ------------------ Joe Papapietro
        Photographer ------------ Jeff Corker  

    EMERITUS
        Rev. Allan Eubank ----  Chaplain
        Joe Papapietro---------  President
          Jim Rock-----------------  Chaplain

                    Fred Boehle-------------  President
        Phil Loftis----------------  President

11th Engineer Battalion Association website:        

                            https://www.11thengineerbattalionassociation.com/

11th Engineer Battalion Association, US Army, Facebook site: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/107887945902152
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Submitted by Bill Davis…

An Extra 15 Minutes to Spare!

Wanting to tour Europe, the sign jumped out at me! It said: “Join the Army for 3 
Years and see the World! That sounded reasonable! In 1966 every young male was 
conscripted into the Military for 6 years. My deal was 3 years Active, and 3 years in the 
Individual Ready Reserve (IRR). I became a Combat Engineer. In January 1967 my new 
assignment was to Uijeongbu, Korea. Just a speed bump from the DMZ to Seoul.

Eight months into my assignment found me on the DMZ working on the infrastructure. 
In the evenings I began to develop a plan for travel. I requested from the First Sergeant (1SG)
a 9-day pass. Most Leaves were to Seoul, but when asked, I told him that Hawaii was my 
destination. After all, I had never visited the USS Arizona Memorial. The 1SG did not like my 
plan, but reluctantly granted my Leave of Absence.

Taking the bus to the Kimpo Airport, I caught a MAC (Military Air Command) Hop to 
Osaka, Japan. Only one flight from Osaka to Honolulu was scheduled each week. Securing 
that ticket, I had 2 days to visit the infamous Ginza, located in Tokyo. I was able to visit the 
Palace and the botanical gardens.

Upon landing in Honolulu, I immediately signed up for the “once a week” return flight to
Japan. As it turned out, my cousin Stan from Arizona lived in Honolulu. He worked for 
Immigration, he and his wife Colleen had 3 children, 6, 9, and 12. They graciously invited me 
to stay at their house. Being surrounded by a young family was the highlight of my whole trip. 
I could not drink enough of the fresh, pure water, nor eat enough of the fresh and sweet 
pineapple. I visited the USS Arizona Memorial, and Diamond Head. But most of all, I enjoyed 
my family!

It was time for my return trip to Korea. Stan took me to the Air Base where I learned my
Flight had a full manifest with no tickets being issued. Stan then rushed me to the Civilian 
Airport to see if there were any “No-Shows”. There were two “No-Shows”. My name being the 
second name called! A line of guys offered to buy my ticket. But No Way! For now, I was on 
schedule.

Arriving in Japan I went straight to the booth to sign up for Kimpo. A sizeable crowd 
was there as this flight was overbooked. I requested that my name be added to the list. The 
next call would be about 3 hours later. With an audible groan, most left for the snack bar. I 
bought a book to read.

An hour later it was announced that names would be called to fill the boarding 
manifesto. They called names, and called names, for most everyone was gone. I was the 4th 
from the last name called. My adventure was becoming exciting, and in no time at all I was 
landing at Kimpo Airport.
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Checking the bus schedule to my destination, I learned that I could arrive within one 
Camp away, before the 2400 Hour midnight curfew went into effect. I could call to let the 
Charge of Quarters (CQ) know of my location. As it turned out, my bus arrived at 

the last bus transfer just as the driver was tightening the last lug nut on his tire. He had fixed a
flat. He drove me to my Camp where I signed the CQ Report.

The next morning, I reported to the 1SG. My Squad followed me just to hear the 
exchange. Marching into the CP with my entourage, I announced “1SG, I’m back!” The 1SG, 
not looking up said “Davis, you’re AWOL!” 

My response was off the top of my head “No, I’m not AWOL, Soldiers get a 24 hour 
period of grace, and if you look at the CQ Report, I signed in at 2345 hours! Shoot 1SG, I had 
a whole 15 minutes to spare!”

Everyone was guffawing, even my Platoon Sergeant had a big grin on his face. The 
1SG was looking around, and grumpily said “Everybody clear out of my house!” Not an official
word was said to me, and my story was worth several free beers during the next few days. 3 
months later I topped the Battalion Promotion Board to become an E5, just before the USS 
Pueblo was captured.

My next assignment was to Germany, where I got to tour Europe!
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Yep, you want ‘em and I got ‘em….with NO price increase!
But HURRY, when these three are gone it will take 90 days

to order another batch!

IMPORTANT: You know your spouse or grandkid wants one.
Get it now before they’re gone

 and have it in time to put under the tree.

ONLY $25 + $9 shipping = $34 ea.
(NO TAX, WHAT A DEAL!)

Send your payment to John Booth, Association Treasurer, 
and I’ll ship it out ASAP!

Mail your check to: JOHN BOOTH
319 Victory Gallup Ct
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
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NOTE: Want a different color or color combo? Email me, Joe
Papa (myoldarmy@gmail.com) and I’ll get a price and availability.

11th Engineer's Association T-shirt Order Form
 2017 Design 2012 Design  

 
 

 Available in S - XL Available in XXL  
 

SIZE
QUANTIT
Y STYLE

COST COST  

 
INCLUDING

TAX
IF

MAILED  
   Grey/Blk Ringer Tshirt $17.00 $23.00  
       
       
     
 TOTALS   
 Name:   Phone #:   

 
Addres
s:   Email:   

       
Please send your order form and your payment made payable to 11th Engineer Battalion

Association
to: John Booth

319 Victory Gallop Ct., Havre de Grace, Md 21078
If you have any questions please contact Jeff Corker - corker94csm@gmail.com

256-776-0877
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 11th Engineer Battalion Association
Annual Dues Payment Form

        

As your 11th Engineer Battalion Association Treasurer this is a reminder of
payment for Annual dues ($15.00/year) are due on January 1 each year.   We are currently summoning the collection of 
dues and asking that you please update the information requested below, so that we may verify/update the information on 
file as it pertains to you and your service with the 11th Engineer Battalion. 

Name: _____________________________________Spouse’s Name: _______________________________

Street: ___________________________Telephone: _________________ Email: ______________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip ______________

Designated 11th ECB Unit Served: _______________________ 11th ECB Assignment: _____________________
Locations served with the 11th ECB______________________________________________________________
Time Period Served: (From) ________________________ (To) _________________________

Name/Telephone Number and/or Email for alternate Point of Contact _____________________________

As previously mentioned our dues are $15.00 per year with the Membership Year coinciding with the Calendar Year, i.e., 
January 1 to December 31.  In the past, some members have opted to pay dues for a number of years in advance and/or have 
sent in additional funds that are put into our Association’s General Fund, some of which may be used to pay dues for a few 
of our less fortunate members.  We encourage both!  All donations to the General Fund are TAX DEDUCTABLE.  The 
Association is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(19) post or organization for past and present members of the Armed Forces 
of the United States. 

Please complete: year 20___    Dues Payment:  $15.00  Additional Years at $15.00/years: $______________ 
Additional Funds to General Fund: $ ________________Pre-paid Membership Dues through: ___________ 
Total Amount Enclosed: $____________ Check #/Other: _________ (Checks or Money Orders only.)

Please make your Check/Money Order out to “The 11th Engineer Battalion Association” and mail to  :
John L. Booth

Treasurer, 11th Engineer Battalion Association
319 Victory Gallop Court

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078

Once I receive and process your payment I will forward your information to the Secretary.  Upon receipt, the Secretary will 
verify/update your information, as applicable, on our Association Roster and send your Membership Card reflecting its new 
expiration date.  If you have prepaid your dues for the current year, or beyond, please note that fact on the above form.  
However, please still complete the information requested on this form, so we can verify/update our records.  NEW - We are 
prepared to accept dues via Check, ZELLE and Venmo.  If you use ZELLE or VENMO, use John Booth’s cell phone 
number below to make the payment.  

In the past year we have had problems contacting some members.  Please provide alternate telephone # or email address 
for us to contact in the event that we cannot reach you at those listed above._____________________

Also, if there is an issue, comment or recommendation that you believe is for the good of our Association and/or that you 
would like to further discuss, please make a note in the space below or the back side of the form. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me (John Booth) at 908-309-5586 or email: boothjl@aol.com or 
Norm Fagge, Secretary at 1-404-538-2902 or email at faggenorman@comcast.net.  11th EBA Dues Form, Revised Nov 3, 
2025
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11th EBA Dues Form, Revised Nov 3, 2025

11  th   Engineer Battalion Association Membership as of Nov 4, 2025

ACTIVE MEMBERS paid 2025 
dues 
(* paid for 2026)
(*** New Member   since 2024 
reunion) 
Atkins, Matthew S. 
Boehle, Fred F. *
Booth, John L., COL (ret) * 
Brady, Ramond*
Brown, Wm. David COL (ret) * 
Corker, Jeffery, CSM (ret)*  
Coulter, Robert E. CSM (ret) *
Davis, William R. (Bill), 
       CSM (ret) *
Delleo, Michael F., Jr. *
Diehl, Robert A. 
Durkin, John A., COL (ret)* 
Dykes, Steven W *
Ellegood, Michael S. 
Fagge, Norman D. * 
Forget, Stephen  *
Gallagher, Patrick J. 
Goring, Richard H., COL ret) *
Hagedorn, Zach Jr., COL (ret) *
Harper, Ronald A. * 
Hawkins, Larry*
Houck, Boyd D. (Doug) *
Iwanyk, Eugene
Kelly, Jason E. COL
Keiser, Michael D, LTC*
Lantz, Fr Rev Gary L. *
Layde, William A.
Loftis, Philip G, COL (ret) *
Mather, Dana 
Mehl, Steven J., CW3 (ret) *
Murphy, Jeffery B. *
Papapietro, Joe G., COL (ret) *
Peterson, Donald (Pete) *
Pluciennik, Edward P. * 
Rock, James G. LTC (ret) 
Scala, John J. . *
Schumacher, Thomas J.
Smith, Thomas P. *
Struble, Roy . * 
Sweet, Roger P. . *
Thomas, Gary, COL (ret) *

Throop, William H, COL (ret)
Tolley, James S. * 
Trott, Phillip W., CSM (Ret)*
Verplogen, David L. LTC (ret) *
Way, Walter N. . *

Members who we have 
learned have passed in their 
final review, since the last 
newsletter
Fiala, Charles J. Sr., 
    MG (ret)
    Passed June 7, 2025

MEMBERS AWOL and NOT 
Current 
Alexander, Charles J.
Arroyo, Pedro A., CW5     
     (ret) 
Bankowski, Leo
Beck, Jesse R.
Bell, Jimmy W. 
Berger, Richard P.
Binetti, Micael R.
Boehle, Fred F.
Bowler, William E. COL (ret)
Bradley, Edmund C.
Breed, Edwin R (Ed)
Dimon, Charles E. 
Donnelly, Thomas F. 
Dorton, James R, MSG (ret)
Downs, George M.
Eubank, Rev L Allan
Fahey, Kenneth
Ferguson, Dennis E.
Fessenden, Paul H.
Gardner, Roger R.
Gioiosa, Thomas E. LTC (ret)
Grimaldi, Gennaro, J. Sr.

Hamilton, Barry, K., CSM 
     (ret)
Herkert, August J. (Gus) 
Henderson, Delbert
Hixson, Arnold G.
Home, Garth M.
Hussin, Chris, COL (ret)
Joyce, Michael, N. 
King, Billy J.
Lindsey, Denver, L. CW3  
    (ret)
Loose, F. James (Jim) 
Lundquist, Lawrence R.
Lunsford, Jessie
Marks, Russell
Marques, Edward D.
McLendon, Robert
McNichols, Thomas R.
Mogren, Eric T. 
Nichols, Bobby R.
Owen, Paul E., BG (ret)
Peterson, Harold A., III
Raines, Brian

Ray, Lynn W., COL
Robishaw, Paul A.
Rosario, Erick R
Sayles, Andre H. BG (ret)
Shellenbarger, Robert T. 
Sperry, Rev Loy G. 
Still, Quenten G.
Teague, Noel O.
 Vinczi, Bela L
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